
 
 

Porterville Police Department  
Press Release 

 
Case Number: 08-8988 
 
Incident:  246.3 PC (Negligent Discharge of a Firearm) 
 
Date/Time:  11-19-08 / 2:30 a.m.   
                                 
Location:  Tule River south of River Springs Avenue 
  
Suspect:  Ladrigan, Austin  (22 yrs.) Porterville Resident 
   Manley, Ricky  (20 yrs.) Porterville Resident  
 
Narrative: 
 
On November 19, 2008, at approximately 2:30 a.m., Porterville Police Officers responded to a 
report of repeated gunfire in the area of Date Avenue and Newcomb Street. Upon checking the 
area, Officers observed vehicles in the area of River Springs Avenue and the Tule River. 
Additional officers arrived and both vehicles were stopped. Through the investigation and 
witness statements, it was determined that Ricky Manley and Austin Ladrigan had been 
drinking alcohol and began shooting a handgun during a party at the river.  
 
Officers checked the area and located Ladrigan in the river area by his vehicle. He was 
detained and officers located a Springfield Armory 9mm handgun, ammunition, and spent shell 
casings. A short time later, Officers located Manley and detained him as well. Both suspects 
admitted to firing the handgun a total of 10 times in the area of the river. Both suspects were 
also under the influence of alcohol.  
 
Due to the close proximity to residences when they fired the weapon and their intoxication, 
both Ladrigan and Manley were arrested for negligent discharge of a firearm. They were 
booked at The Tulare County Main Jail.  
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